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Within the “Surface Water Archive” GIS repository at the Dartmouth Flood Observatory, University of Colorado (http://floodobservatory.colorado.edu/SurfaceWaterArchive/) are individual .shp (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shapefile) or MapInfo files, commonly as 4-part file sets. The differently formatted files are exact translates of each other. 
For example:  20010990915CongoR.DAT, 20010990915CongoR.ID, 20010990915CongoR.MAP, and 20010990915CongoR.TAB, comprise one surface water outline in MapInfo format, and 
20010990915CongoR.region.dbf, 20010990915CongoR.region.prj, 20010990915CongoR.region.shp, and 20010990915CongoR.region.shx) is its counterpart in ArcInfo .Shp format. 

In both cases, and in most programs, all four components are required to open each file, in either a MapInfo- or .Shp format-compatible program.
Commencing in January of 2013, daily automated GIS files showing surface water extent at 250 m spatial resolution (derived from the two MODIS sensors), are available to the public. These are provided in a different directory at the Flood Observatory web site: (http://csdms.colorado.edu/pub/flood_observatory/MODISlance/)  and also at NASA GSFC: http://oas.gsfc.nasa.gov/floodmap/home.html.
The DFO historical flood inundation polygons were obtained beginning in yr 2000, and file naming conventions changed over time. There was, at the beginning, no attempt at comprehensive coverage of changing water areas globally. Instead, major flood events were observed and mapped, as they occurred, and the file names used the DFO catalog number. Only after a period of some years did extensive geographic coverage of flooding on a global basis start to emerge. However, each year, many flood events occurred which were not imaged or mapped. As well, different sensors have been used on occasion and GIS files for these are also present within the Surface Water Archive.

The following is a tentative explanation of the existing file names and their meaning. Note that there are no attribute data associated with any of the GIS files:  the file names, which always show date of source image, are essential information for use of these data.

Example formats:

1)
YYYYDDDDHHMM_name_XXXX-ss_nnn.ext

Key: YYYY= 4 digit year

DDD= 3 digit ordinal date (Julian date)

HH= 2 digit hour (0-23)

MM= 2 digit minutes (0-59)

Name= short name

XXXX= 4 digit DFO number

ss= sensor

nnn= NDVI

ext=file extension (Map, Tab, etc)

The components in CAPS must be the specified number of digits, and can only be numeric (0-9). DFO number 5, for example, is 005. The name and sensor are of variable length. 

Sensor codes: 

M2

Terra MODIS (250 m)

Ma2

Aqua MODIS (250 m)

Ma25

Aqua MODIS combined with band 7 from 500 m data

M25

Terra MODIS combined with band 6 from 500 m data

Aq 

Aqua MODIS (250 m, old notation)

M250

Terra MODIS (250 m, old notation)

Maq

Aqua MODIS (250 m, old notation)

Mod9

Modis 9-day composite (500 m)

M25comb
Combined with older reference image

NOAA AVHRR

Landsat 5

Radarsat 1

Envisat

AlOS

SPOT

TerraSAR

